
The Cordial Guide presents

• It’s Greek to Me! •
Welcome Καλῶς ἦρθες Kalós írthes

Hello / Goodbye Γειά σου Yiá sou

Good evening (coming) Kαλησπέρα Kalispéra

Good evening (going) Kαλό βράδυ Kali bradu

Yes Ναι Ne

No Όχι Ohi

Thank you Ευχαριστώ Efharistó

Please / Youʼre welcome Παρακαλώ Parakaló

How are you? Πος εισαι? Pos eisai?

Fine, thanks. And you? Καλά. εὐχαριστῶ. Ἐσύ? Kalá efharistó. Esí?

Whatʼs your name? Πώς σε λένε? Pós se léne?

My name is . . . Με λένε . . . Me léne . . .

Pleased to meet you Χαίρομαι γιὰ τὴν γνωριμία Hérome yia tin gnorimía

Cheers! (to one person) Στην υγειά σου! stiniyia' soo

Cheers! (to more than one) Στην υγειά σας! stiniyia' sas

Bon appétit! Καλὴ ὄρεξη! Kalí órexi!

Good wine Καλο κρασι Kalo krasi

This gentleman (lady) will 
pay for everything.

Ὁ κύριος (Ἡ κυρία) θὰ 
πληρώσει γιὰ ὅλα.

O kírios (I kiría) tha 
plirósi giá óla.

My hovercraft is full of 
eels.

Τὸ χόβερκράφτ μου εἶναι 
γεμᾶτο χέλια.

To hoverkráft mou íne 
gemáto hélia.

I love you Σ᾿ ἀγαπῶ Saghapó

Call the police! Φώναξε τὴν ἀστυνομία! Fónaxe tin astinomía!

Opa! Όπα! Opa!



Handy Phrases for Esoteric travel

Ἓν οἶδα ὅτι οὐδὲν οἶδα
Hen oida hoti ouden oida.
"I know one thing, that I know nothing" — Socrates, paraphrased from Plato's Apology

Φοβοῦ τοὺς Δαναοὺς καὶ δῶρα φέροντας
Phobou tous Danaous kai dōra pherontas.
"Beware of the Danaans (Greeks), even bearing gifts."

Κακοῦ κόρακος κακὸν ὠόν
Kakou korakos kakon ōön.
"From a bad crow, a bad egg." (Like father, like son.)

Γλαῦκʼ Ἀθήναζε
Glaukʼ Athēnaze
"Owls to Athens" (Coals to Newcastle)

Ἅπαξ λεγόμενον
Hapax legomenon
"Once said", i.e. a word that only occurs once in a text or body of literature.
See also www.hapaxlegomenon.com.

Οὐ φροντὶς Ἱπποκλείδῃ
Ou phrontis Hippokleidēi.
"Hippocleides doesn't care."
From a story in Herodotus (6.129), in which Hippocleides loses the chance to marry 
Cleisthenes' daughter after getting drunk and dancing on his head. Herodotus says the 
phrase was a common expression in his own day.

Οὖτις ἐμοὶ γ' ὄνομα
Outis emoi g' onoma.
"My name is Nobody" — Odysseus to Polyphemus

Aεὶ ὁ θεὸς ὁ μέγας γεωμετρεῖ τό σύμπαν
Aei ho theos ho megas geōmetrei to sumpan.
"Always the great god applies geometry to everything", a mnemonic for pi.

π = 3,1415926...

Ἀεὶ ὁ θεός ὁ μέγας γεωμετρεῖ τό σύμπαν
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